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SUMMARY 

The California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) is responsible for overseeing implementation of the 
mitigation measures set forth in the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Silvergate 
Transmission Project (Silvergate). The CPUC has established a third-party monitoring program and 
adopted a Mitigation Monitoring, Compliance, and Reporting Program (MMCRP) to ensure that 
measures approved in the FEIR to mitigate or avoid significant impacts are implemented in the field. 
This MMCRP status report is intended to provide a description of construction activities on the project, 
a summary of site inspections conducted by the CPUC’s third-party monitors, the compliance status of 
mitigation measures required by the MMCRP, and anticipated construction activities for the following 
period. Based on the current activity for the removal of the lattice bridge structures, this report has been 
prepared for the extended period from November 2 to November 8, 2009. 

MITIGATION MONITORING, COMPLIANCE, AND REPORTING 

Site Inspections/Mitigation Monitoring 

Dudek conducted a site inspection for the removal of the lattice bridge structures on November 3rd. 
Areas of active and inactive construction within the project limits were observed to verify 
implementation of the measures stipulated in the project’s MMCRP. Daily observations were 
documented on daily site inspection forms and applicable mitigation measures were reviewed in the 
field.  

Implementation Actions 

Removal of Lattice Bridge Structures 

Crews from PAR Electric have begun work associated with the removal of the 18 lattice bridge 
structures. Construction activities during this reporting period were completed from bucket trucks at 
various lattice bridge structures from the South Bay Power Plant to F Street. Crews were observed 
working within the Goodrich property adjacent to F Street installing pulleys that will be used to pull-
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back conductor (Attachment A photo 1). Crews were also observed completing work from bucket trucks 
within the South Bay Power Plant for removal of the five lattice towers located within the South Bay 
Power Plant (Attachment A photo 2). All work was being completed from bucket trucks and no ground 
disturbing activities were observed.  

A site observation was completed along the entire alignment from the South Bay Power Plant to the 
Sweetwater River to document the existing conditions at the foundations for the 18 lattice bridge 
structures that will be removed as part of the construction activities. Signage has been placed within the 
Sweetwater Marsh identifying sensitive plant species (Attachment A photo 3). Crews will be accessing 
the lattice bridge structures via foot and a helicopter will be used to remove the structures within the 
Sweetwater Marsh.  

Construction activities required the use of parking lots used by employees of Goodrich to access the 
lattice bridge structures. Signage had been placed prior and during construction to notify motorists of 
parking restrictions (Attachment A photo 4). A staging area located to the south of H Street is being 
utilized by PAR Electric to break-apart the lattice bridge structures to be hauled off-site.  

Mitigation Measure Tracking 

The following mitigation measures are applicable to the work being conducted from the South Bay 
Power Plant to the Sweetwater River: 

Impact* Mitigation Measures Verified in the Field 
Air Quality MM A-1a 

APM-11, 52, 54, 55, 56 and 64  
Biological Resources MM B-1, MM-B2a, MM B-3a, MM B-4a, MM B-4b, MM b-4c, MM B-4d, MM B-4e, MM B-4f, MM B-6a, 

MM B-8a 
APM-01, 02, 03, 10, 16, 17,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 32, 33, 35, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 50, 51, 58,  

Cultural Resources N/A  
Geology, Soils, Paleontology MM G-7 

APM 14 
Hazardous Materials MM HAZ-1a,  
Hydrology and Water Quality MM H-1a, H-1b, H-2, H-3a, H-5a, H-5b, H-5c 

APM-06, 15, 30, 31, 36, 53,  
Land Use and Recreation MM L-3a, 3b, L-3d, L-5a, L-5b 
Noise MM N-1 
Traffic MM T-1a, T-1b, T-2, T-3, T-4, T-5, T-6, T-7a, T-7b, T-9a, T-9b, T-10 

APM-45, 61 
Utilities MM U-1a, U-3 

APM-59 
*Note: Impact areas were identified in the EIR (CPCN Application A.05-03-024, SCH No. 2005081106) in Sections D.2 through D.13. A complete list of 
mitigation measures can be found at the end of each section. The status of each mitigation measure, including measures applicable to the design and pre-
construction phases, is tracked through the project’s mitigation measure tracking database and is available upon request. 
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Compliance  

Pre-construction mitigation measures have been completed as indicated in NTP #2, #3, and #4 
(Attachment B). Applicable mitigation measures were verified during site inspections and were 
determined to be implemented in accordance with the MMCRP.  

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 

Vaults 1 through 8 and the transition pole located to the north of vault 8 have been completed along with 
the three wood pole structures located within the South Bay Power Plant. The Horizontal Directional 
Drill (HDD), Silvergate Substation and the 230 kV dead end pole, 230 kV cable pole riser and 
replacement of the 230 kV tangent structure near the Old Town Substation have also been completed. 
Crews have begun preparing the lattice bridge structures from H Street to the South Bay Power Plant for 
removal.  

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

Demolition of Silvergate Power Plant – Complete. 

Underground TL 13815 – Construction began September 24, 2006, at the Goodrich site and December 
7, 2006, for the remainder of the underground alignment. Construction activities for the underground 
work have been completed as of June 2008. 

Silvergate Substation Construction – SDG&E began construction in July 2007 and completed 
construction as of December 2008. 

Removal of Main Street Substation – SDG&E anticipates starting dismantling activities in January 
2010 and be complete by June 2010. 

Removal of Overhead Tie-lines – Construction began November 2, 2009, and SDG&E anticipates 
removing tie-lines 13813, 13814, and 13815 by December 2009. 

Removal of Lattice Steel Bridge Structures – SDG&E has begun the removal of lattice bridge structures 
and anticipates being completed by December 2009. 

.
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Photo 1:  A crew from PAR Electric installs pulleys on a lattice bridge structure located within the Goodrich property. 

The pulleys will be used to remove the 138 kV circuit, which avoids the need for dragging the conductor 
along the ground.  
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Photo 2:  A crew from PAR Electric completes work from a bucket truck within the South Bay Power Plant on lattice 
tower 188704. Crews were observed placing pulleys on the towers to be used for removal of the conductor.   
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Photo 3:   Signage has been placed within the Sweetwater Marsh to identify sensitive plant locations as required by    
Mitigation Measure B-3a.  
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Photo 4:   Crews from PAR Electric complete work from bucket trucks to the north of H-Street within a parking lot used 
by employees of Goodrich. Signage has been placed in the parking lot notifying motorists of parking 
restrictions during construction activities.   
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NTP # 
Date 

Issued 
Segment/Component 

Conditions 
Included 

(Y/N) 

1 September 16, 2006 H Street to F Street within the Goodrich property Y 

2 November 30, 2006 South Bay Power Plant to the Sweetwater River Y 

3 December 22, 2006 Silvergate Substation and Main Street Substation Y 

4 February 6, 2009 
Removal of 18 existing lattice bridge structures from the 

South  Bay Power Plant to the Sweetwater River Y 
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Variance 
Request # Submitted Description Status Approval 

1 May 24, 2007 

Use of three temporary staging and storage areas 
previously approved for the Otay Mesa Power Purchase 
Agreement (OMPPA) project and two SDG&E storage 
facilities for project use. 

Approved June 1, 2007 

2 June 28, 2007 

Increase the height of the Sweetwater transition pole. 
Additional workspace at the HDD entry side. Relocate 
69 kV transition pole from Silvergate site to Kelco 
parking lot. 

Approved July 27, 2007 

3 October 9, 2007 
Allow vehicle refueling and parking within 100 feet of the 
Sweetwater Marsh during HDD activities under limited 
circumstances. 

Approved October 11, 2007 

4 February 19, 2008 
Installation of three wood poles in lieu of one steel pole 
at the South Bay substation. Approved March 19, 2008 

 
 


