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SUMMARY 
 
The California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) is responsible for overseeing implementation of the 
mitigation measures set forth in the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Otay Mesa 
Power Purchase Agreement Transmission Project (OMPPA). The CPUC has established a third-party 
monitoring program and adopted a Mitigation Monitoring, Compliance, and Reporting Program 
(MMCRP) to ensure that measures approved in the FEIR to mitigate or avoid significant impacts are 
implemented in the field. This MMCRP status report is intended to provide a description of construction 
activities on the project, a summary of site inspections conducted by the CPUC’s third-party monitors, 
the compliance status of mitigation measures required by the MMCRP, and anticipated construction 
activities for the following week. This weekly report covers construction activities for the period of July 
16 to July 22, 2006. 
 
MITIGATION MONITORING, COMPLIANCE AND REPORTING 
 
Site Inspections/Mitigation Monitoring 
 
Dudek conducted site inspections on Segments 2, 3 and 5 on July 17, 20 and 21. Daily observations 
were documented on daily site inspection forms and applicable mitigation measures for each segment 
were reviewed. On Segment 2, site inspections were focused in areas of active construction between the 
Miguel Substation and steel pole 500 located adjacent to Interstate 5 near Palomar Street in the City of 
Chula Vista. Crews were observed pouring foundations for steel poles 390, 430 and 480; drilling the 
foundation hole for steel pole 470 and 500; and constructing and setting steel poles 240, 250 and 260. A 
grade crew was also seen removing spoil piles temporarily stored at various pad sites. 
 
On Segment 3, crews were observed working on vaults SB-1, SB-2 and SB-3. Crews were also observed 
placing conduit and backfilling between vault SB-1 and vault SB-2 and trenching between vaults SB-2 
and SB-3. 
 
On Segment 5, the right-of-way (ROW) was inspected along Greenwood Street, Banks Street, Sherman 
Street, Anna Avenue, Harbor Drive and Pacific Highway. Crews were observed trenching, installing 
conduit, potholing, backfilling and pulling cable along the project route. In addition the bore pits located 
at the terminus of Anna Avenue and vault 26 were inspected. Crews were observed operating the 
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horizontal bore located near vault 26. Traffic control measures were reviewed at each site with active 
and inactive construction. Compliance with noise ordinances/permits was also verified. Areas where 
crews had completed trenching were inspected to determine if the ROW had been returned to pre-
construction conditions. The staging area located on Linda Vista Road/Sana Anna Avenue was also 
inspected. In addition, BMPs were inspected on storm drains adjacent to work areas. 
 
Implementation Actions 
 
Segment 2  
Inspection of pad sites and access roads was conducted between the Miguel Substation and steel pole 
500. Crews were observed drilling the foundation hole for steel pole 470 and 500, constructing steel 
poles 240, 250 and 260 and pouring foundations at steel poles 390, 430 and 480. Site inspections were 
completed at the pad sites where crews had constructed steel poles for adherence to ROW limits, 
inadvertent release of hazardous materials, and upkeep of erosion and sediment control structures. 
Inspections were also completed at pad sites where crews had removed spoil, which was being stored at 
the pad sites from drilling foundation holes. No issues were noted where crews had completed work 
along the ROW. 
 
Erosion control devices located at the pad sites between the Miguel Substation and steel pole 500 were 
inspected to ensure installation and maintenance in accordance with the project’s SWPPP. Erosion 
control devices consisted of silt fences, straw wattles, rock energy dissipaters and jute netting. Several 
pad sites along the ROW spoils have been removed by a grading crew, however erosion control devices 
are being maintained at all the pad sites and no issues or concerns were noted. The majority of spoil 
piles temporarily being stored at the pad sites were covered with plastic and held in place by gravel bags 
to intercept rain in the event of a storm and to provide protection against wind erosion (APM-3 and 
APM-56).  
 
A CPUC third-party monitor inspected the staging area located between Broadway and Industrial 
Avenues to determine if work being conducted within the staging area is a visual distraction to motorists 
and the public in the vicinity (refer to weekly status report 23 for the status of visual screening at this 
site). At the time of inspection, there did not appear to be a substantial amount of activity at this site and 
construction activities were set back from the roadways. Additionally, no dust was noted that may 
warrant the installation of visual screening fabric on the chain-link fence. Crews have completed 
pouring the foundation for steel pole 450 located within the staging area and plastic has been placed 
over the spoil being stored on-site from drilling the foundation for both dust and erosion control (see 
photo 1). Steel poles 440, 450 and 460 located within the Broadway staging area did not require grading 
and the only spoil on-site is from drilling the foundation holes. 
 
A crew was observed drilling at steel pole 470, which is located in a parking 
lot of a small strip mall at the intersection of Palomar Street/Industrial 
Avenue in the City of Chula Vista. Access to local businesses within the 
strip mall was being maintained throughout construction activities (MM T-
9a). Crews were also observed drilling the foundation hole for steel pole 500 
located adjacent to Interstate 5. Both steel pole 470 and 500 are located in 
areas that did not require grading as the pad sites are located in paved parking lots. Spoil from the 
foundation hole was removed off-site for both steel poles located within parking lots. Crews are 
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expected to finish drilling steel pole 460 located within the staging area along Broadway Avenue next 
week. De-watering will be required to complete drilling the foundation hole and Baker tanks will be 
placed on-site to store water being removed from the foundation hole. Crews are also expected to finish 
drilling steel pole 510 next week, which is the last foundation hole which needs to be drilled along 
Segment 2. 
 

A crew was observed setting steel poles 240, 250 and 260. Steel pole 240 is 
located within Sunbow Park and steel pole 250 is located within Greg Rogers 
Park. Access to both parks was being maintained during construction 
activities and no issues or concerns were noted. Public notices have been 
placed at the entrances to recreational resources where construction crews are 
working along the SDG&E right-of-way. Signage has been placed to notify 
recreational users of when construction activities will be occurring and 

contact information is provided for questions or concerns. Steel pole 260 was being erected within the 
Oleander staging area (see photo 2).  Temporary screening material is in place around the perimeter of 
the Oleander staging area in compliance with mitigation measure V-1a. 
 
The crane being used to set the steel pole at the pad site for steel pole 110 got a flat tire while driving 
down the access road. The flat tire resulted in crews being forced to turn around the crane in an area 
outside of the ROW in order to return the crane to flat terrain to replace the tire. A bank was impacted 
along with coastal sage scrub (see weekly status report 25). An area of approximately 30 sq ft of 
disturbed soil immediately adjacent to the access road to steel pole 110 was impacted (see photo 3). The 
slope has been re-contoured and will likely need to be re-seeded in the fall. Some of the roots from the 
impacted vegetation remain and will aid in restoring the impacted area to pre-construction condition. 
Impact to the area does not require erosion control.  
 
Segment 3 
 
A CPUC third-party monitor inspected construction activities along the ROW 
from vaults SB-1 to SB-3 located at the South Bay Power Plant.  Crews have set 
vaults SB V-1, SB V-2 and SB V-3. Crews continue to store topsoil adjacent to 
the trench, which will be placed along the top of the trench once conduit and 
backfill have been placed in the trench (see photo 4). Chain link fencing is being 
used to cover the trench during non-construction hours to prevent wildlife from 
entering the trench (APM-27) and for public safety. Concrete trucks were observed washing out directly 
into the trench before leaving the site. A crew was observed placing topsoil which had been stored from 
trenching activities along the trench where backfill and conduit has been placed north of vault SB-1  in 
compliance with mitigation measure B-5a(3) (see photo 5). Crews were also observed placing road 
plates over the trench at the entrance to the South Bay Power Plant in order to maintain access during 
construction activities in compliance with mitigation measure (T-9b). 
 
A separate crew was observed trenching north of vault SB-2 and was storing topsoil adjacent to the 
trench during excavation. A cultural monitor was on-site inspecting for cultural resources in compliance 
with mitigation measure C-2b. A hazardous material inspector was also on-site inspecting for 
contaminated soils in compliance with mitigation measure HAZ-2b. No hazardous material has been 
hauled off-site during excavation work along segment three to date. Dirt haulers on-site were observed 
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placing mechanically operated covers over spoil when leaving the site for dust control (APM-56) (see 
photo 6).  
 
Segment 5 
 
A CPUC third party monitor inspected construction activities along Segment 5 from the Old Town 
Substation to vault 26 during each inspection. Crews have completed backfilling and have placed the 
final layer of asphalt along Sherman Street and Banks Street. A crew continues to excavate the receiving 
pit located to the west of the railroad tracks at the terminus of Anna Avenue. Chain-link fencing has 
been placed around the perimeter of the receiving pit for public safety. 
 

Site inspections were conducted at 6:30 A.M. prior to construction crews 
arriving on site along Pacific Highway in areas of active construction. Gutters 
were noted to have been swept from the previous day’s work in areas of active 
construction. Crews had also placed plastic over spoils located along the ROW 
for dust control (APM-56). Crews were observed arriving on-site and beginning 
construction activities at 7:00 A.M. in compliance with mitigation measure (N-
1a) along Pacific Highway between vaults 15 and 16. Crews when arriving on-

site were observed setting up cones and signage for traffic control in compliance with the Traffic 
Control Plan (mitigation measure T-1a) (see photo 7). Crews arriving on-site were observed removing 
steel plates along the trench.  
 
Crews were observed backfilling the trench along Pacific Highway between Cedar Street and Beech 
Street. In addition, crews were observed trenching along Pacific Highway at the intersection of Pacific 
Highway/Ash Street. Pacific Highway has been reduced from three lanes of traffic to one lane for 
motorists traveling southbound during construction, which is consistent with the traffic control plan 
approved by the City of San Diego (mitigation measure T-1a). A flagman was also observed at the 
intersection of Pacific Highway/Ash Street where excavation was occurring (see photo 8). Access to 
local business is not being impacted by construction activities along Pacific Highway due to work being 
isolated near the center median. Storm drain BMPs along the ROW consisted of straw wattles, filter 
fabric and gravel bags. Storm drain BMPs are being placed adjacent to work areas where backfilling, 
conduit installation, trenching, vault placement, and potholing. BMPs used along the ROW on Segment 
5 are being installed and maintained by SDG&E’s contractor (ARB). Dirt haulers were also observed 
placing covers over spoil prior to leaving the work area (APM-56). 
 
Crews were observed operating the horizontal bore located near vault 26. The bore is being used to place 
cable underneath the railroad tracks located to the east of vault 26. Barricades and fencing have been 
placed around the perimeter of the bore pit for public safety. In addition BMPs have been placed along 
storm drains adjacent to construction activities consisting of straw wattles and filter fabric (see photo 9). 
 
A CPUC third-party monitor inspected the staging area located at Sana Anna Avenue/Linda Vista Road. 
Green screening material has been installed around the perimeter of the staging area in accordance with 
mitigation measure (V-1a). The staging area appeared in clean order and straw wattles were being used 
to contain spoils on-site. 
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A site inspection where crews have completed trenching activities was 
conducted to determine if areas impacted during construction activities have 
been returned to preconstruction condition. Removal of construction equipment, 
material and BMPs, repair of damaged curbs, and re-striping the street 
(mitigation measure T-3a) is being completed along the project route.  
 

 
Cable pulling continues between vaults 14 and 15. Equipment and vehicles were observed to determine 
whether unnecessary idling could contribute to avoidable air quality impacts. All running vehicles and 
equipment were under operation at the time of the site inspections. Crews pulling cable were working in 
paved areas and BMPs are not required adjacent to cable pulling operations. 
 
Mitigation Measure Tracking 
 
The following mitigation measures are applicable to the work being conducted on Segment 2, 3, and 5: 
 

Impact* Mitigation Measures Verified in the Field 

Air Quality APM-56, 57, 59, 60 
Biological Resources MM B-3a, B-3b, B-3c, B-3d, B-3e, B-5a 
Cultural Resources MM C-2b 
Geology, Soils, Paleontology MM G-6a, G-6b, G-7a 
Hydrology and Water Quality MM H-3a; APMs-3, 5, 6, 11, 35, 40, 52, 55 57 

Land Use and Recreation MM L-3a, L-3c, MM L-3d 
Noise MM N-1a, N-1c 
Public Health and Safety MM Haz-1b, Haz-1c, Haz-1d, Haz-1e, Haz-2b, Haz-3a; APMs- 

16, 19, 33, 38 
Public Services and Utilities APM-19, 66 
Transportation and Traffic MM T-1a, T-1b,T-3a, T-3c, T-7a, T-7b, T-7c, T-9a, T-9b, 

APM-59 
Visual Resources MM V-1a, APM-3, APM-4 

Utilities MM U-1a, APM-19, APM-66 

 
*Note: Impact areas were identified in the EIR (CPCN Application A.04-03-008, SCH No. 2004071138) in Sections D.2 through D.13. A 

complete list of mitigation measures can be found at the end of each section. The status of each mitigation measure, including 
measures applicable to the design and pre-construction phases, is tracked through the project’s mitigation measure tracking database 
and is available upon request. 
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Compliance  
 
Pre-construction mitigation measures for Segments 1, 1a, 2, 2a, 3 and 5 have been completed as 
indicated in NTPs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 (see Attachment B). Applicable mitigation measures were 
verified during site inspections and were determined to be implemented in accordance with the 
MMCRP.  
 
CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 
 
The foundations for steel poles 720, 11, 10-20, 10-30, 20, 30, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 100, 110, 120, 130, 
140, 150, 160, 170, 180, 190, 200, 210, 220, 230, 240, 250, 260, 270, 280, 290, 300, 310, 320, 330, 340, 
350, 360, 370, 380, 390, 400, 410, 420, 430, 440, 450, and 480 have been completed on Segment 2. 
Crews have drilled the foundation hole for steel pole 460, 470 and 490. Additionally, steel poles 30, 60, 
70, 80, 90, 100, 110,120,130,140,150,160,170,190,200,210,230,240, 250 and 260 have been erected.  
 
ARB has completed setting vaults SB-1, SB-2 and SB-3 located on Segment 3 and continues conduit 
installation, and backfill operations between vault SB-1 and SB-2. Trenching continues between vaults 
SB-2 to SB-3 located within the South Bay Power Plant. No work has occurred on Segment 4 to date. 
 
ARB has completed installation of vaults 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 25 and 26 and continues 
trenching, conduit installation, and backfill operations between the Old Town Substation and Pacific 
Highway and between Cedar Street and Ash Street along Pacific Highway on Segment 5. The bore pits 
for the horizontal bore located adjacent to vault 26 and Anna Avenue are complete. Crews have 
completed the receiving pit for the horizontal drill adjacent to vault 26 and crews continue excavation 
for the receiving pit located at the terminus of Anna Avenue. Crews have begun operating the horizontal 
bore near vault 26. 
 
CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 
 
Segment 1  The 230 kV line is scheduled to be energized on June 1. 
 
Segment 2  Construction began April 10. 
 
Segment Construction began July 7. 
 
Segment 4  SDG&E anticipates starting construction by September 1. 
 
Segment 5  Construction began March 20
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Attachment A 
 

Photos 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo 1:  Crews have completed pouring the foundation for steel pole 450 located within the Broadway Avenue staging area. 
Plastic is placed over spoils on-site to minimize dust and erosion within the work area along Segment 2 (APM-56). 
Steel poles (shown above) are being stored within the staging area before being loaded onto a truck to be erected 
along segment 2. 
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Photo 2:  Crews use a crane to erect a steel pole on Segment 2. The crew was observed preparing the steel pole within the 
Oleander staging area where steel pole 260 (shown above) is located.  
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Photo 3:  An area of approximately 30 sq ft of disturbed soil immediately adjacent to the access road to steel pole 110 was 
impacted by a crew setting a steel pole. The slope has been re-contoured and will likely be reseeded in the fall. 
Some of the roots from impacted vegetation remain and will aid in restoring the impacted area to pre-construction 
condition. 
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Photo 4:  Crews continue to place conduit in the trench between vaults SB-1 and SB-2. Chain link fencing is being used to 
cover the trench during non-construction hours for both public safety and to prevent wildlife from entering the 
trench. 
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Photo 5:  Crews were observed placing topsoil over sections of the trench where conduit has been placed and backfilled 
(MM B-5a(3)). Crews were observed wetting soils to aid in excavation and for dust control (APM-56). 
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Photo 6: Crews working on segment three were observed trenching north of vault SB-2. Crews were observed placing the 
upper 12 inches of topsoil adjacent to the trench in compliance with (MM B-5a(3)). Dirt haulers place 
mechanically operated covers over spoil removed from the trench before leaving the project site for dust control 
(APM-56). 



 

 13 Report 26 July 22, 2006 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Photo 7:  Crews sweep the work area at the end of the day and store construction equipment in the trench to minimize the 
amount of material along the roadways. Pacific Highway shown above has been reduced from three lanes of 
traffic traveling southbound to one lane to provide a work area for the crews.  Crews were observed arriving on-
site at 6:45 A.M. and began construction activities at 7:00 A.M. in compliance with (MM N-1a). Work began by 
placing cones and signage along the work area to notify motorists of construction activities in compliance with 
(MM T-1a).  
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Photo 8:  Crews were observed trenching at the intersection of Pacific Highway/Ash Street. A flag person is being used to 
direct traffic at the intersection in compliance with the Traffic Control Plan issued by the City of San Diego (MM 
T-1a).  
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Photo 9:   Straw wattles, gravel bags, and/or filter fabric are placed across storm drain on Segment 5. The sediment control 
structures are intended to intercept runoff that could potentially be carrying sediment and/or pollutants during 
trenching, conduit installation, backfilling, vault construction and potholing.  
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Attachment B 
 

Notice to Proceeds  
 

NTP # 
Date 

Issued Segment/Component 
Conditions 
Included 

(Y/N) 

1 November 10, 2005 Segment 1a: Modifications to the Sycamore 
Canyon Substation. 

Y 

2 November 29, 2005 

Segment 1: Construction from Fanita Junction 
to Sycamore Canyon Substation 
and use of approved staging area 
adjacent to Miguel Substation. 

Y 

3 January 10, 2006 
Segment 2a: Modifications to the Miguel 

Substation. Y 

4 March 17, 2006 
Segment 5: Sicard Street to Old Town 

Substation. Y 

5 March 23, 2006 
Segment 2: Miguel Substation to South Bay 

Power Plant Y 

6 April 28, 2006 
Segment 3: South Bay Power Plant to Sicard 

Street Y 

7 July 20, 2006 
Segment 4: Sweetwater River Transition Area 

to Sicard Street Transition Area Y 
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Attachment C 
 

Var iance Requests 
 

Var iance 
Request 

# 
Submitted Descr iption Status Approval 

1 
November 
14, 2005 

Use of existing Santee Lakes, Valle Vista 
Road, Moreno Avenue, and Summit 
Road contractor staging/storage yards, 
as previously approved by the CPUC on 
the Miguel to Mission 230 kV #2 
Transmission Project (MM#2). 

Approved 
November 
16, 2005 

2 
November 
18, 2005 

Use of the capital improvement project 
staging area located adjacent to the 
Miguel Substation. 

Approved 
November 
23, 2005 

3 January 3, 
2006 

Expand temporary pads at five tower sites 
on Segment 1. 

Approved January 5, 
2006 

4 January 18, 
2006 

Modify the location of existing 
approved stringing sites to reduce the 
amount of grading required and reduce 
the pulling angle. 

Approved January 19, 
2006 

5 March 13, 
2006 

Use of four storage/staging areas on 
Segments 2 and 5 referred to as 
Broadway, Raven, Port, and Linda 
Vista. 

Approved March 14, 
2006 

6 April 4, 
2006 

Final design change for realignment of 
approximately 3,000 feet of existing 138 
kV wood poles near the Miguel 
Substation.  

Approved April 6, 
2006 

7 April 12, 
2006 

Use of commercial equipment 
maintenance facility at 1401 E Street in 
San Diego and dewatering structure 
sites for five locations on Segment 5. 

Approved April 14, 
2006 

8 
April 27, 

2006 

Use of an SDG&E access road on the 
Miguel Substation property to 
temporarily store poles. 

Approved 
April 28, 

2006 

9 
May 10, 

2006 

Allow SDG&E to deviate from the work 
schedule stipulated in mitigation 
measure N-1a based on local 
jurisdiction approval and landowner 
coordination. 

Approved 
May 17, 

2006 

10 
June 20, 

2006 

Use of temporary extra workspace 
located within the South Bay Power 
Plant area. 

Approved 
June 23, 

2006 

 


